W ell! We are now celebrating a new year in 2020. One could say that ''20/20'' denotes perfect vision, and while we can look back with some certainty about what we have accomplished, the future remains an opportunity yet to define. Our entire editorial team is enthusiastic about 2020, so I look forward to both the challenges and the prospects for the New Year just upon us. So, let's look back to 2019 to review and highlight the accomplishments that our journals have experienced in 2019.
In New Orleans last September, I presented to our Editorial Board many of our joint accomplishments. Bringing you this journal is a huge team effort, and it is important that we take a moment to acknowledge the work of the many individuals who continue to contribute to this important enterprise. As always, I would therefore like to first acknowledge the work of our publisher, SAGE, which has now partnered with us to bring you the Foundation's journals for the past 9 years. This past year brought us some new leadership to our SAGE journal team, so it is important to recognize them now for their important contributions to our joint success. Let We also remain grateful to our colleagues at SAGE for continued support of the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery Foundation's (AAO-HNSF's) annual Cochrane Scholars Program, through which recipients are selected to receive travel grants to attend the annual Cochrane Colloquium and prepare a systematic review on a topic of their choice for consideration of publication in the journal. The highly qualified Cochrane Scholars for 2019 were Danielle MacNeil, Joshua Levy, and Nicholas Rowan. Please join me in congratulating them for their selection for this prestigious award.
It is clear that we could not bring the journals to you without a dedicated and hardworking staff of professionals in our office in Alexandria. It has been a year of transitions in our office staff, however, as 2 of our longstanding personnel have moved on to pursue other opportunities. Special thanks to Collin Grabarek, who has accepted the position of Managing Editor for another medical publication, and to Jeanne McIntyre, who has chosen to retire after many years of dedicated service to the Academy and the Foundation. We are fortunate to have worked closely with them over many years and all of us wish them both our very best.
We are equally fortunate to have an outstanding team in Alexandria who will continue to bring you the excellence in our 2 journals that you have come to expect. I want to recognize Donna Epler, Managing Editor, Journals; Dain Oswald, Senior Manager, Digital Content; Tina Maggio, Director of Communications and Publications; and Kathy Lewis, Senior Director of Communications. I enjoy working with each and every one of them and look forward to our conversations and visits. In addition, I once again want to offer my most sincere thanks to our Academy/Foundation CEO and EVP, James Denneny III. Jim has been a stalwart supporter of and advocate for the journals and their missions. Jim works tirelessly for our Academy's members and for the entire specialty of otolaryngology-head and neck surgery, and I am honored to have his support as a colleague and friend. We are all fortunate to have him working for us every day.
The hard lifting for any journal is done by its reviewers and editorial board. Without them, we would not be able to continue to bring our excellent content to our readers. I am therefore honored to work with them and would like to offer special recognition to the entire team. Let me begin with my friend and colleague, Deputy Editor Jennifer Shin. As I commented last year, Jennifer has one of the most talented research minds of anyone I have ever met, and we are fortunate to have her expertise for our publications. In addition, she is able to explain difficult concepts with such clarity that her learners walk away with a deeper awareness and appreciation of science, as seen in her courses and presentations at our Annual Meeting. She continues to author papers for our readers in the topics of research design, statistics, and evidence-based medicine. She also manages our In addition, I would also like to thank both our journals' Editorial Boards and Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery's International Editorial Board. These talented and respected individuals from around the world have distinguished themselves through their hard work and by representing our journals as ambassadors both domestically and abroad. I would also like to thank our nearly 1000 manuscript reviewers, who give of their time generously on weekends and evenings to provide careful and unbiased peer review for our many submissions. The names of all those individuals who have completed at least 4 reviews in the past year are listed in the accompanying piece published after this editorial.
It is critical for us to provide timely peer review to our authors that not only provides an independent, unbiased assessment of the value of the paper but also offers actionable critiques and detailed feedback that can be used to improve the quality of the manuscript, whether invited for revision or rejected. To ensure superior peer review, we encourage all of our reviewers to continue to sharpen their reviewing skills and to strive for the highest possible level of individual performance. For many years, we have annually recognized and rewarded those individuals who have excelled in the peer review process and have designated them as ''Star Reviewers.'' This year, we were privileged to acknowledge the top 12 reviewers, each of whom completed at least 8 manuscript reviews over the past year and achieved the highest mean quality ratings for their reviews as judged by the Editor in Chief. I am thrilled to recognize our 2019 Star Reviewers: Jacqui Allen, Sarah Bowe, Andrew Coughlin, John Dahl, Christopher Gouveia, Jacob Hunter, Elliott Kozin, Jose-Florencio F. Lapeñ a Jr., Sean Massa, James Ruda, Ahmad Sedaghat, and Tristan Tham. In addition, joining Helene Krouse and Thomas Gallagher as Star Reviewers Emeritus are Sarah Bowe, Jose Lapeñ a Jr., and James Ruda, who we acknowledge as having been recognized as Star Reviewers for 5 years.
For the fifth straight year, our impact factor (IF) has continued above 2.00 with our 2018 IF at 2.310. All of us at Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery continue to be proud of our sustained performance in the IF. In addition to our IF, which is a metric of how frequently our articles are cited by others in their publications, our utilization by readers and authors also continued to increase as assessed by other independent markers of usage, such as bibliometrics and altmetrics. We reviewed 1967 papers in 2019, with 1497 of those papers submitted as new manuscripts (an increase of 2% from 2018). We also increased our already large pool of podcasts by 14 new recordings in 2019, with total downloads surpassing 52,000! This number continues to be remarkable, and the use of our podcasts demonstrates the sustained value of our content. We now have 139 podcasts available online, dating back to January 2011.
Our Resident Reviewer Development Program continues to be a highly successful initiative in educating residents for reviewer roles in our journals and is an integral component of our journals' outreach programs. It is a strategic priority for us to develop our resident physicians as competent, able, and skilled reviewers. We completed our first cohort of resident graduates in 2017 and were thrilled to recognize 14 individuals who were advanced to full reviewer status. In 2018, we graduated 12 residents, and in 2019, we graduated an additional 9 residents, who have moved into full reviewer roles for our journals. As we have tracked the performance of our first 2 cohorts, it is clear that our graduates have performed above our general reviewer mean on independent reviews, confirming the success of this important initiative. Thanks again to Cecelia Schmalbach as the initial lead for this program and to Jennifer Shin for picking up the reins in late 2018.
Finally, we received the exciting news in 2019 that our AAO-HNSF open access journal, OTO Open: The Official Open Access Journal of the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery Foundation, was accepted for indexing by PubMed. As a result of this decision, all content that has been published in OTO Open since its inception on January 1, 2017, is now displayed through PubMed searches. The continued growth and success of this new journal has been exciting, and we have now accepted over 100 papers for publication in OTO Open. In 2018, OTO Open was accepted for listing in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), which is a measure of its recognition as a peer-reviewed, independent, legitimate gold open access journal. OTO Open provides a venue for a broad variety of papers in otolaryngology-head and neck surgery and features case reports and papers from both domestic authors and our international colleagues on topics of local and regional interest. We hope that you will consider PubMed-indexed OTO Open as an appropriate venue for your next scholarly manuscript! Of course, I give my deepest thanks to all our authors and contributors-the men and women from around the world who demonstrate confidence in Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery and in OTO Open by submitting their works to us for review. The submission of a paper to us represents a high honor, and we pledge to our submitters a rapid and unbiased review process, with the goal of providing feedback and initial decision in less than 1 month. All of our reviewers and editorial staff understand and embrace this level of performance, and we will hold ourselves accountable to achieve and maintain it. Given the central role of our journals within otolaryngology-head and neck surgery and throughout medicine, we will continually strive to position our journals as valuable and trusted sources for the best, most accurate, and most current knowledge in our specialty.
So here at the start of another year in 2020, I once again wish to give my deepest thanks to our entire community of reviewers, editors, authors, staff, and readers. Thank you for continuing to read Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery and OTO Open. Please enjoy my best wishes for a healthy, prosperous, and joyous 2020.
With warmest regards, John H. Krouse, MD, PhD, MBA Editor in Chief Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery OTO Open Dean, School of Medicine, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Edinburg, Texas, USA
